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Story Discussion Guide
 

What does literacy mean to you?

Why do you think reading and writing are important?

How did Alvian’s life change after his family tragedy?

What obstacles did he and his friends face in their mission? 

A story-based discussion about literacy, followed by reflection activities that invite

students to consider their own role in supporting others, and understanding the global

importance of access to education. 

How do you think children feel when they have to leave school or cannot study?

How can young people help others learn?

Do you know anyone who is working to make the world a better place, whether in your

neighbourhood, country or anywhere in the world?

What must be their motivation to give of themselves to work for the greater good?

Students will understand how individual initiative can transform lives and communities.

They will reflect on the role of youth in creating change and learn that compassion and

action are universal values

Lesson plan

Learning Outcome

After Reading: 

During Reading: 

Before Reading: 



SDG 4 – Quality Education

SDG 10 – Reduced Inequalities

SDG 17 – Partnerships for the Goals

Write Your Why: Students write a paragraph on why they believe literacy is important

for everyone.

Support a Cause: Research and present one organization that supports children’s

literacy around the world. Discuss how students might support it.

Locate Borneo: Use a world map to find Indonesia and Borneo. Talk about what it

might be like to travel across forests and rivers to teach.

Empathy Circle: Create a circle time where students reflect on how they would feel if

they couldn’t go to school or read.

Students will recognize that change can begin with them. They will feel inspired by real-life

stories of youth leadership and understand how sharing, caring, and valuing diversity can

make the world a better place. 

SDG 4: Focuses on ensuring inclusive and equitable quality education—central to Alvian’s

mission.

SDG 10: Promotes equal opportunities, which Alvian supports by bringing literacy to

underprivileged communities.

SDG 17: Highlights partnerships—reflected in how Alvian and his friends worked together

for impact. 

Activities:

SDG Explanation 

Applicable SDGs

Expected Outcomes



ABOUT ZAMASAMA

Zamasama is a nonprofit initiative that curates children’s stories from diverse

cultures and lived experiences around the world. It gives children a window into

other communities—and a mirror that affirms their own, helping children recognize

the shared humanity that connects us across differences.

Through narratives that gently challenge biases and broaden worldviews, Zamasama

helps children see difference not as a barrier but as a bridge. Through the power of

stories, we sow the seeds of pluralism that can grow into a more harmonious world

for all.


