‘\\

Muthu and Kappu

KR
PRATHAM Author: Sheena Deviah
A\ BOOKS Illustrator: Sheena Deviah




For as long as the Muthanna family of Kottageri, in Coorg,
could remember, Gangu Muthanna and Raja Muthanna
had wanted a pet.
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But their father Muthanna did not.

“It's too wild. No!”

“It'll dirty the house. No!”
“Who knows where

it has been. NO!”’




One day, Muthanna (whom we shall
call Muthu) found that his children
had brought home a kitten.




“Where did you find this thing?” Muthu asked. “Don’t you remember what happened
to Machu Uncle? He was enjoying his evening walk when a black cat crossed his path.
The next day he was dead!”

“But Pappa, he was 93 years old.”

“NO! Just take it back before
something bad happens!”

The children begged and pleaded, but he refused to budge.
So they took the kitten back...
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started to take care of him. But soon

to their room, where they secretly ; - *,'ﬁ-,-‘f"
enough, Muthu found out. ‘
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He was very, very angry.

“NO!" he thundered.
“We cannot keep it!
Take it back to where
it came from.”




Gangu and Raja were very, very sad.
They refused to talk to their pappa
or eat their favourite dinner

of noolputtu and koli curry.



That night, Muthu tossed
b . and turned. When he finally
TN E - fell asleep, he dreamt of black,
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“Muthu!”
“Pappa, come fast!”

Muthu ran out.

“Pappa, it's the kitten!
He's in the tree! We
have to help him.”

Muthu looked up.
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Muthu gently scooped the kitten
into his sweater and climbed down.




“We need to take care of him, Pappa. He is so scared.”

Muthu paused. Finally, he said, “OK. But once he gets better,
yoUu'll have to find a home for him. A different home.”
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Over the next week, Muthu watched

the kitten from a distance.

He was wild.

He left fur everywhere. He even stole dosas
right off their plates!

But Muthu had never seen Gangu

and Raja this happy.

And sometimes, even he could admit

that the kitten was rather funny.
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Then, one day, as he was reading

the morning paper, the kitten jumped up
onto the chair and settled into Muthu's lap,
purring loudly.
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Muthu opened his mouth to say NO.
But he said nothing.
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M Uth u a n d Ka p pu Muthanna of Kottageri does not like black cats. They bring bad

. luck, he is sure. What happens when Gangu and Raja bring home
(En g l ISh) the blackest of kittens?

This is a Level 3 book for children who are ready to read on their own.

st ryweaver

Pratham Books goes digital to weave a whole new chapter in the realm of multilingual children's stories. Knitting together children, authors, illustrators and
publishers. Folding in teachers, and translators. To create a rich fabric of openly licensed multilingual stories for the children of India and the world. Our

unique online platform, StoryWeaver, is a playground where children, parents, teachers and librarians can get creative. Come, start weaving today, and help us
get a book in every child's hand!



