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T Al Davl Al Albmar, a busy old
neialn\oowfnooa\ n Caivo, lived a boy
nawed Al

CICEE

He Shaved one

0 Small voom with his
Lamily. Alrs €ather
cavvied heawy loads
9+ conStvuction
¢ites, and his mother
wovked \ow3 houvSs as
a haivdvessev.
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= - | When Ali was only
i | sevewn, he had to
F"] | \leave School because
 his gavents could wot
| a€€ocd the €ees.
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To help his €awmily, Ali started
wor\ﬁ'm3 W a Shoemakev's 5hop.
The job was havd. The Shoewakev
o€ten Shouted at him and
Sometimes even hit him.

AWS handS ached €vrom cu++'m3
and 9+'\+ch'm3 leathevr, but he
vefused Yo qive up. By the time
he was thivteen, Ali had become
the \iowﬁeeﬁ' Shoewmakev in the
whole ne'\gln\oowhooo\.




A\ﬂao%h Ali earned very little, he €elt
eroud Yo e QOV‘nin3 woney €ov hiS '€QW\“\'.
But a5 his Skills grew, So did his gay.

By €ikteen, he was 20vning enouah Yo
SUgRovt evevyone at home.

Still, deeg nSide, he
dveamed o€ Gow\efh’ma
\0133@( - +hoU3h he
didn't Know what it
was \et.



Al'S eyes widened.
"How did Jou aet theve?
he asked hS $viend.

HiS €viend told him about a special wmusic
SChool that Sevved aSRIrIng JoUng) wUSiCianS
Lvom Al Darb Al Abmar. AlS heavt vaced.
"Maybe... T could oin too”



When Ali visited the wusic School, he Saw vows

o€ Shiny wmSsteuments. One Spavkled \D‘dﬁfn*’ev Ali picked it up.
than the vest - a 3o\a\en Saxophone. T+ Cet waajcal in
hS hands.

"This 16 the one €or we!”
he 'H‘\OU%I’\'\‘. But \o_aw\"m3
Yo glay wusic on it was
not easy.
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At €w6+ ever\f no+e A\\ : (;‘ /r , : . b
blew came out squea\i\; ana\ / 0 ¥ Hou com do it, all \<_ee9 Rlayng
CUany _. S S g So he continved playing ~ ond
W HE"'?'@.\ Ko adlsoceoccod . litte oy \'\‘rf\e, the Squeaks
0nd wanted to quit. A \ ) I cecaal
But teackexs at the ¢ (R

schoo\ svm\ea\ oand
_o_n;our9324 hu_m. _
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AI'S wother wovvied.
Could wwsic ever bbe a veal jo\o?

At \ast, his wothevr aaveea\ Yo

let him Stay - and Soon becawme
A Kind teacher told hev, hiS \01339_9-\- €an

"Ali i vevy talented”




Ove day, Als teacher took him

to a 3mnd theater. .
From then on, he gracticed

€ov houvs evevy 9’m3\e o\a\'.

“Nou'l glay heve Someday,”
She Qromised. AlS eyes
Shone like diamonds.
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Finally, he 30‘\' S \o'\3 break in Shavw EI i
Sheikh, a beautiful city by the Red Sea.

Theve, Ali played wusic €ov geogle €rom
all ovev the wovld! =




Today, Ali glays wmany styles ok wmusic - Al never Stogged believing in his
Eﬁ\igﬁan 90n36, )ozz, even wodevn house. dveam — and vnow, he's \‘N‘m3 o
He even leavned to Speak Enc_»)\'\% by chatting
with Visitors at his Shows. HiS neighbours and
{awmily ave all vevy eroud of him.
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al-darb al-ahmar music school

The Aga Khan Music Programme (AKMP) began providing arts and music education to
marginalised communities in Cairo in 2010 and in Aswan in 2017. These educational
programmes led to employment opportunities for performers, enhancing a strong
connection to cultural heritage while creating pathways to professional and social
success. Almost five hundred young Egyptians benefited from the classes, and almost a
hundred had a chance to complete the programme and graduate.

Music classes in Aswan focused on traditional Arabic instruments such as oud, darbuka,
rigq, and tanbour (an ancient form of lyre) or regional genres played on oud and
darbuka. These classes attracted close to eighty students per year and provided them
with the skills to generate income by performing for the community or for tourists. In
doing so, they also contributed to keeping regional traditions alive.

In Cairo, the music school that served the community of Darb Al-Ahmar responded to a | Im
strong interest among urban youth in Western instruments such as trumpet, trombone, 3
saxophone, clarinet and accordion along with rigg and darbuka. There were also
classes in oud and solfeggio. Students generated income from community or restaurant : ; :
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performances, joined Cairo’s musicians union, or pursued higher education in music.
More than a hundred students yearly enrolled in the school’s two-year programme.
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